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Web Sites Clear Out Overstocked Homes, Lend Housing
Advice
BY MARILYN ALVA
INVESTOR'S
BUSINESS DAILY
Posted 9/18/2008

In the gloomy
aftermath of the
housing crash, real
estate financier Jon
Maddux and lawyer
Chad Ruyle sensed a
business opportunity.

They kept hearing
stories of woe from
desperate homeowners
unable to afford
soaring monthly
mortgage bills, often
on loans topping
dwindling home
values. The duo figured: Why not start a service on the Internet to help
borrowers get out of the fix as easily as possible?

They began YouWalkAway.com in January to guide people through foreclosure.
The startup is one of many firms now capitalizing on the housing crunch online,
offering services for homeowners, buyers, sellers or investors.

"We want people to know they are not alone," Maddux said.

About 3,000 have joined San Diego-based YouWalkAway. For $995 they get an
advocate and consultations with a lawyer and tax expert, a packet of information
on how to proceed and what to expect, and a cease-and-desist letter to their
lender to stop harassing calls.
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Many of the housing assistance sites springing up online are scams or fly-by-
nights that promise much and deliver little or nothing. Others, like YouWalkAway,
are legitimate outfits with useful services.

"When a crisis like this happens, sellers end up getting hurt. But it also offers
opportunities for the buyers," said Bill Floor, the new real estate director at
Overstock.com.

The online retailer of discounted furniture, jewelry, clothes and other goods
recently upgraded the real estate end of its business. It added a Web site
dedicated to property (realestate.overstock.com).

Homes have become "another overstocked inventory," CEO Patrick Byrne said in
a statement.

Overstock launched a home auction service in August, partnering with real estate
auction firm Williams & Williams.

Bid4Assets.com, a general auction service, also recently boosted its property arm
with a dedicated site (bid4homes.com). The company specializes in government
auctions of assets such as cars, boats and jewelry, but its listings for bank-
owned homes are growing.

"We wanted to basically devote a site to real estate assets only, particularly the
bank-owned real estate," said Lisa Lauroesch, the firm's vice president of
business development.

Paradise Lost And Found

Condovultures.com got its start in March 2006, when former South Florida
business journalist Peter Zalewski sniffed out signs of a slowdown in the then-
exuberant Miami market for new condos.

His business helps buyers find discounted condo units there and in other
overbuilt, crashed Florida markets. Buyers get matched to distressed sellers,
such as developers with unsold units and new condo owners wanting out. Once a
match is made, "vultures" on staff help negotiate deals for their buy-side clients.

A lot of bargain hunters looking in Miami have been "kicking the tires" since last
year, Zalewski says, predicting buying ahead.

"We feel the real storm surge is coming this winter," he said. "There are signs in
place of a bottom. The cranes are down and the banks have taken over,
meaning the lenders are being forced to liquidate."

The fall of Lehman Bros. (LEH) is "great news" for Condovultures' mostly all-
cash buyers, he said. "They buy when there is blood in the streets. This is
definitely an icebreaker."

By Condovultures' estimate, Lehman has $2.4 billion in outstanding real estate
loans in South Florida, about a third in residential projects. One is the not-yet-
finished Trump Hollywood oceanfront condo.

Seeing fresher opportunities in overbuilt condo markets out West, Condovultures
recently expanded into San Diego and Las Vegas, and plans to open in Phoenix
in October. The bottom of the market is further away in those areas, Zalewski
says.

"Florida is about six to nine months ahead of the West Coast," he said. "For
example, Miami at its peak had 40 cranes in the sky in downtown and now we're
down to three. San Diego is still in the double digits in the number of cranes in
the sky."

Taking A Local Approach

Another Internet business that began as a locally targeted operation — in this
case New York — also has expanded to the West Coast. PropertyShark.com has
become a go-to source for detailed information on properties in foreclosure or
pre-foreclosure in New York City. It has expanded to Southern California and
South Florida.

"Los Angeles is our fastest growing area," said Bill Staniford, the company's

http://www.investors.com/editorial/IBDArticles.asp?artsec=25&issue=20080912
http://www.investors.com/calendar/default.asp
http://www.investors.com/dsa/
http://www.investors.com/indicesibd.asp
http://www.investors.com/optioncenter/
JavaScript:popup=window.open('http://www.investors.com/MediaCenter','MediaCenter','width=1050,height=750,directories=no,status=yes,location=no,toolbar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,menubar=no,copyhistory=no,alwaysRaised=1,dependent=yes');popup.focus();
http://www.investors.com/etf/default.asp?tn=left
http://www.investors.com/tech
http://www.investors.com/editorial/IandTspecialrept.asp
http://www.investors.com/editorial/fundsMonthlyNew.asp
http://www.investors.com/editorial/special.asp
http://www.investors.com/freeNewsletters/default.asp?src=AB24GQR
http://www.investors.com/store/toolsmain.asp?tn=left
http://www.investors.com/ibdStockLists.asp
http://www.investors.com/member/ibd100/viewibd100.asp
http://www.investors.com/member/screen/screenoftheday.asp
http://www.investors.com/member/wtbmf/bigmoney.asp
http://www.investors.com/member/canslimSelect/default.asp
http://www.investors.com/howToInvest.asp
http://www.investors.com/financialdictionary
http://www.investors.com/editorial/editorialcontent.asp?secid=1100&status=article&show=1
http://www.investors.com/learn/default.asp?tn=left
http://www.investors.com/learn/c.asp
http://www.investors.com/seminar/
http://www.investors.com/community/
http://www.investors.com/register/default.asp?ps=700&dgopage=1&src=AU51DQJ
http://www.ibdsubscriber.com/
http://www.AskIBD.com/
http://www.AskIBD.com/
http://www.investors.com/ibdstore/default.asp?tn=left
http://www.investors.com/contact/
http://www.investors.com/affiliateprogram/default.asp?tn=left
http://www.investors.com/licensing/canslim/
http://www.investors.com/calendar/
http://www.investors.com/rss/
http://www.investors.com/widget/
http://www.investors.com/mobile/wap.asp
http://www.bankrate.com/ibd
http://www.ibdretail.com/
Javascript:jsfOpenPowerTool('N3H4L5',1,0)
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3740/0/0/%2a/x;207101355;1-0;0;19331914;2321-160/600;28311867/28329746/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.reddoorgroupinc.com/triplenet/?source=CB2B52FA41D241E2B132AF63BF9D8155
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/ibd.tibd/realestate;tile=13;sect=tibd;sz=160x600;ord=4828970301896334?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/ibd.tibd/realestate;tile=14;pos=rightbtn;sect=tibd;sz=120x90;ord=4828970301896334?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3740/0/0/%2a/v;207101361;0-0;0;19331914;2-120/90;28311918/28329797/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.reddoorgroupinc.com/triplenet/?source=CB2B52FA41D241E2B132AF63BF9D8155


9/19/08 10:28 AMInvestor's Business Daily: Web Sites Clear Out Overstocked Homes, Lend Housing Advice

Page 3 of 4http://www.investors.com/editorial/IBDArticles.asp?artsec=27&issue=20080918&rss=1

$4.95/trade. No sneaky
fees. Tradeking.com

TD AMERITRADE. Trade
free for 30 days

Protect your portfolio with
VectorVest

Fisher Investments- Invest
Assured

Zecco Trading - $0 stock
trades.

Talk to a broker who gets
it. Talk to Chuck.

Lessons on Buying Stocks

Lessons on Selling Stocks

What is CAN SLIM?

How to Invest in Options

Investing Education Videos

20 Rules for Investment Success

Investor's Corner Archives

Ask Bill O'Neil Archives

IBD Careers

Corporate News

About IBD®/
Press Info

 

ADVERTISING
IBD® Partners
Classified
Reprints
Media Kits
Editorial Calendar
 

Make investors.com
your homepage

 

CEO. "Foreclosures are going through the roof and that's attracting a lot of
people to the Web site."

PropertyShark had about 200,000 users two years ago. But demand for its
services started picking up, and it now has more than 500,000 users.

PropertyShark differs from nationwide foreclosure data aggregators such as
Foreclosure.com and RealtyTrac in that it targets only a few regions, but in
depth. Subscribers can drill down to municipal level to see violations, zoning laws,
whether a home is in a fire or flood zone, plus how many properties nearby are
distressed. They can even track down owner names shielded by LLCs, limited
liability companies.

"We don't cover every place in the nation. But as far as deepness goes, I don't
know of any site like us," Staniford said.

Understanding area market conditions and getting access to local data is always
important — especially now, property industry veterans say.

"Because these are not normal times, things are moving very quickly," said
Lawrence Yun, chief economist with the National Association of Realtors. "In fast-
changing market conditions, oftentimes it is very difficult to get a proper reading.
It's local-market information that consumers need to access."
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SPONSORED LINKS

Buy High-Yield Bonds
Our Bonds Cost Less. Period. Wholesale Prices, $10.95/Trade.
www.zionsdirect.com

Stock Option Trading Resources
$4.95 Trades + $.65 per Contract, Market or Limit, No Minimums--Rated "Best In Costs" By
Barron's
www.TradeKing.com

Turning 65 this year?
Get a free booklet from Humana to help you make your Medicare plan decision. Click here.
Humana-Medicare.com

The Dollar Falls and the Price of Oil Rises
How low will the dollar go? Will oil  prices collapse in 2008? Find out in your free investing report
www.navelliergrowth.com

Find the Stock of the Year!
Gryphon Financial wants to offer you the chance to take your investing to a much higher level.
Research Reports & Guides
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